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cheer around the Valley in shopping
malls and to residents of local nursing
homes and retirement facilities.

TheDukes of Kent meet every Tuesday  To begin the season, Dave Talbot

evening, 7:00pm at the Bethany Bapgtist, ized the Salvation A
Church Hall, Route 359, North of organized the Satvation Army
Kentville, NS.

See our websitevww.dukesofkent.ca
Call: Murray Phillips @ (902) 542-1342

“donation-pot-sing-along” in the local
communities of Kentville and New
Minas to the gratitude of the SA for
the support.

On December 7 some 20+ Dukes
mustered for a sing at the Windsor Elms Village in Falmouth; followed by a
similar visit to the Wolfville Elms and the Wolfville Nursing Home on December
14. We then trudged across the street in the pouring rain for a “gig” at the
beautiful Wickwire Place. It was a pleasure to see faces light up with the great
sound of the Dukesin harmony with Christmas song. Residents and staff were
most cordial and our effort was well received with invitations to come again next
year.

On Tuesday December 21 we again performed twice at the Evergreen Home
for Special Care in Kentville. The energy and Christmas spirit of the Dukeswas
infectious and the audience was quick to join in with verse and song. Again, it
lifted our hearts to be doing something for the benefit of those who could not be at
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Marketing: Gwyn Phillips gain to celebrate a Merry Christmas for this season of joy.

Jack Suttonand enjoy the singing! Thls yea'r the Following this last sing-out, we all

Bulletin Editor: Mitch Paradis Dukeswere busy spreading Christmas

met at the Kings Arms Pub for an
Afterglow organized by the wives of the
Dukes of KentThis was a warm and
wonderful event of continued singing for
our own entertainment, along with a few
locals at the bar, and a “toddy” to start
our own holiday season. Soon it was
time to say goodnight and to extend a
hearty Joyous Season to all.

This was our Assistant Director,
Wayne Mendes’ first opportunity to
direct “solo” in a performance setting.
Thanks, Wayne, for doing a great job
leading and encouraging us to sing our
best. We look forward to an extended
relationship with you “up front.”

As usual, the Dukes“gave back” to
the community in our own inimitable
style. Thanks to all who gave their time
and energy to sing and make merry.

Well Done and Thanks to all!




From our Director’s— ) Notebook D

Perry Jackson
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SING WITH
HAPPY
EYES!

Warm Christmas Greetings
from sunny Florida—

It sure is encouraging and exciting to
see the positive things that are

happening with the Dukes.

The new year looks exciting from
where I sit and I was so pleased to see
the recent increase in membership. I
made up a new riser placement for the
new year and in doing so came to the
realization that our chorus, with
everyone there, is at 42 members and
growing. This is great and presents some
exciting challenges for all of us. Pretty

impressive to say the least.

We have to get down to some pretty
serious business regarding the final
selection of our contest package and it's
development as well as getting everyone
up to speed with the choreography and
music of our current repertoire.

Regarding the revised riser positioning, I

have tried to keep the relocation of the
guys to a minimum but some changes
are always necessary for a variety of
reasons and more will follow I'm sure.

The addition of our new people is not
only exciting from a "body aspect" but
we are adding some good and I mean
"good singers" and that is what our great
hobby is really all about.

Wayne is doing a great job and I look
forward to having him on board as we

all continue to grow together. We have
to realize that he too has his work cut
out for him as well, as he comes up to
performance speed with our repertoire
both as a performer and as our
assistant director. We are so fortunate
to have him join us. I don't wish for
this to sound too greedy but I must say
that it is great to be able to share some
of my responsibilities as the chorus'
musical director. The future looks
bright and exciting for the Dukes. It's
future and well being are so important
to me.

On a personal note, we have not
visited any choruses here so far as
we've been enjoying family and
friends. We'll see what develops after
Christmas although I think it's not too
likely there will be too much
barbershop activity until after the new
year. Well see after the dust settles, so-
to-speak. We did however have a
delightful visit with Kent and Karen
Martin and did some very pleasant
reminiscing. Kent is the tenor of the

Boston Common for those who may not
know.

We plan to be home somewhere
around the 8th and look forward to
seeing everyone. Steve will fly home on
the Ist.

Thanks, Mitch, for your interest in
reviving the Dukes Dispatch. Please
feel free to reprint this email as part of
the first issue.

Kindest personal regards and our Best

Wishes for a Blessed Christmas Season
to all the Dukes of Kent and their

families.

Perry (Steve and Dianne)

Sing yourself happy & fit!

Have you ever wondered why
choral singers look to be on a high,
here are some of the reasons:

~~|t improves mood and releases
the same feel-good chemicals
as sex and chocolate!

~|tis very effective as a stress
reliever and improves sleep-

~~Singing releases pain-relieving
endorphins, helping you to
forget that painful tooth/knee/
whatever-

~~Your posture improves-
~~Lung capacity increases-

~~Singing clears sinuses and
respiratory tubes-
~Your mental alertness goes up-

~~Singing tones your facial and
stomach muscles-

~~ |t boosts your immune system,
helping to fight disease and
prolonging life expectancy-

~ Confidence increases; it does
wonders for your sociability.

Christmas 2010 Sing-Out to Shut-Ins
in Kentville by the Dukes of Kent
Wayne Mendes directing




Take it from “The Top”

Quartet Singing-
“Me, sing in a quartet?” you |FROM THE EDITOR
say. Well, | say, “Why not?” A For those of you whom | have yet
perfect opportunity is coming to meet, my name is Mitch Paradis. |
up when we do our Singing ;Z‘r/reflltzly live on the South Shore. |
Valentine’s program on ox :. "years of barbershoping
February 13 and 14, 2011. perience and I am very excited to be

back with a ch
Don’t be shy! If you think you - orus that has such great
potential after a 5-year hiatys from

might like to sing in a quartet, singing. I have my sights set on going

- ask Carlos Perry, and he will to District. I hope we can make it
Murray' Phillips try to put you together with happen. I’ll sure O...carry my part
Pr:iulent three others, or better yet, I'have volunteered to resurrect ti1e
So here we are, starting ask the three others yourself. Chapter bulletin, Dukes DispatchAs
another year! It is hard to believe Singing well is fun, and gsﬁergzyp;zt’;?;;’ H:nth; pait this
that another year has flown by, singing better is more fun. our program and items o-fi?t:recs(t)lzy of
and that we are beginning to get  With that in mind we are chorus. The Bulletin will be publis(l)let:l:ie
ready for our Division Contest in  going to have a special each month and will contain our

Sydney this May. We are starting  coaching session with former | upcoming schedule, songs we will be
to incorporate the Compellingly ~ Barbershop Harmony Society [ 'ehearsing each week, and words of

Attractive Chapter Meetings Music Specialist, Jim wisdom from our directors and the guys

(CACM) program into our DeBusman on Monday, atthe top of the food chain,

chapter, and | am confident that  March 21. Please, make sure .I.WOUId “ke_to encourage you all to

we will see faster learning of that you have this marked gir]tlf:iia;z rjkglf’e a voice to the

music, more fun more of the on your calendar, and make Communicationse\l;ii‘szr;h while

time, and as a result, more arrangements to be here! Chapter. I invite your feec(i)lz;clllcro h

members joining us! | am honoured to be T'can improve this journal o
Your Board members are your President for another T'hope to hear from you either in

getting ready to provide the year. | hope that you will berson or send me your thoughts at

administrative support to keep consider becoming a my email address

below.
the Chapter growing, while the member of the Chapter OW. Many thanks,
Music Team has already started Board. You are always /MLfJ

to develop the plans necessary to welcome at Board
get us singing up to our meetings. \(ﬂ‘é mitchcan@eastlink.ca ,

e w‘( h >
capabilities. ‘J\

THE DUKES ASSEMBLE

VISIT OUR WEBSITE NORTHEASTERN
Bill Davenport has, arguably, provided us DJSTRJ‘CT ‘ We are the Dukes of Kenthe Kentville, NS
with the best website in the Sunrise Division, BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.

and perhaps the NED itself. Take a look We meet for rehearsal every Tuesday evening
frequently for updates on chorus activities from 7:00 to 10:00pm at the Bethany

and a great photo album of past events. Memorial Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 539
Aldershot Rd, (Route 359) Kentville, NS.

Let’s give Bill a hearty thanks for his
Please park in the rear of the church.

continued effort to promote the Dukes of
Kentis a most favorable light. Well Done, Bill!

@

BRING A FRIEND

www.dukesofkent.ca
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Items of Note...

Q. How many directors does it take to direct a
chorus?

A. I don't know; I wasn't looking. (Think about it!)

O OVARTERS IREIEI D

See Carlos Perry to become part of this fun event. The

Chapter can earn a lot of money if we get out in force to do
what we do best— Sing and make people smile! Let’s all
cooperate and participate to make this fun project a real

success this year. Carry your part!

Coming Events

January No Scheduled Performance

Feb 13 & 14  Singing Valentines

Feb 19 Ladies Night & Installation/Awds

March 21 Coaching session w/J.DeBusman

May 6 - Sunrise Division Benefit Show
7:00pm (Cape Breton Regional Hospital)

May 6-8 Sunrise Division Contest

Cape Breton, NS

Contest Site: Sydney Academy, Townsend
& Terrace Streets, Sydney, NS

Our contest package is being put together by the Music
Committee and our Directors. Once we have the
package in hand, let’'s commit to making this year a
winner for the Dukes of Kent.

Dukes of Kent Annual Show
(Tentative at this time)

May 14

Music Schedule for January

Welcome to our first “new” edition of the Dukes Dispatch.
The intent of this section is to provide the weekly schedule
of music we will be working on at each rehearsal.

Due to holiday circumstances, the music for this week of
January 4th did not arrive in time for posting.

A music schedule supplement will be available next
Tuesday. Meanwhile, I’m sure Wayne will have plenty for
us do with our current repertoire.

The intent of publishing our music schedule in advance is
to give us all the opportunity to learn our music at home and
be ready for fine-tuning our performance on the risers when
at the rehearsal hall.

Our next major event will be the Division Contest. Let’s
be ready and give our best performance. We can do this!

Happy New Year Fellow Dukes!

As 2011 is upon us | wish to convey best
wishes and look forward to an exciting new
year for our chapter. As Program VP | know
our chapter meetings will be full of promise
and each member will support our new music
team and executive.

We want all members to be part of our new
vision of increasing our membership and be
the best performers. | look forward to serving
as your program VP with your help.

Don’t forget, our meeting nights begin at
7PM beginning this Tuesday Jan.4th.

Dave Talbot
VP Program

Led/‘h-‘4 —-'faq (Get three other parts

and find a corner)

33. Sleepy Time Down South
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